								HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING
  
	Name of committee, board, etc:
	Yarmouth Historical Commission
Subcommittee: Town Seal Design Review

	Date of Meeting:
	Thursday, February 25, 2021

	Time:
	10:00am

	Place:
	Virtual Meeting



Subcommittee Members Present: Chair Julie Mockabee; Vice Chair George Slama; Commissioner Jack Duggan;  Commissioner Bob Kelley 
Staff:   Grayce Rogers, YHC Office Administrator
Guest: Paula Peters, Wampanoag Tribal Member and Historian
With a Quorum present, Ms. Mockabee called the meeting to order at 10:04 am
NEW BUSINESS
Town Seal Imagery Discussion with Paula Peters:
Each of the members of the subcommittee introduced themselves to Ms. Peters and expressed their appreciation for her joining the meeting. Ms. Peters thanked the committee for taking the time to review the town seal in a critical way and to apply some cultural sensitivity and accuracy to the images used on the seal to represent the indigenous peoples’ history in addition to the town’s colonial history.
Ms. Peters then commented on the following seal imagery:
· in the right foreground, a wigwam; 
Ms. Peters explained that the teepee represented on the seal is not something that the indigenous peoples of the region used, so the image is pretty inaccurate. Ms. Peters offered that perhaps whoever was designing the seal didn't know much about the indigenous peoples’ housing. 

She noted that wigwam is an Algonquin term that refers to a home. She indicated that there are many Algonquin dialects and as a result of the Wampanoag  language reclamation project it has been determined that the Wampanoag term for the home is Wetu which is a domed shaped structure and has nothing to do with a teepee.

· the middle foreground, an Indian holding a bow and arrow ; 
Mr. Slama asked about the accuracy of the headdress and the red sash over the right shoulder of the “indian”: 

· Headress: Ms. Peters stated that the feather headdress is probably inaccurate because the feathers in the back of the head appear to be going up. She noted that it would be less common to see a feather headdress sticking up on someone's head because here in the northeast it was more of a woodland area and  if the indigenous people were traveling through the forested areas feathers could get caught in trees. Therefore, it would not make a whole lot of sense to have these elaborate headdresses sticking up. Although,  it almost looks like it could be what we call a porcupine quill roach which would be an accurate headdress.

· Red Sash: Ms. Peters indicated that red cloth was commonly traded in the region. Red cloth or a red coat was given to honor  one’s  stature in the tribe. Whether or not someone would be wearing it as a sash over their shoulder, she did not know.

· The Bow:
Mr. Kelley related to Ms. Peters that during a recent conversation with Marcus Hendricks that he indicated that the image of the bow was inaccurate given its length. Ms. Peters agreed with this assessment.

· On the left side of the foreground, a pine tree; 
Mr. Kelley ask if the pine tree on the seal has any native american significance. Ms. Peters said that the white pine tree is significant in the Wampanoag 's creation story but stated that she did not think that this was something that the town of Yarmouth needs to refer to.
 
· in the upper middle foreground appears the word, "Mattacheese." 
Ms. Rogers noted that earlier in the discussion there was a question about the names  “Mattachese” and “Mattacheeset”.  She asked Ms. Peters what her thoughts were on the names.  Ms. Peters said that she believed that they refer to the village of an area. For linguistic questions, she recommended contacting Jessie Little Doe Baird through  the Wampanoag Language Reclamation Program website. A translation request can be submitted for the names. She noted that the program meetings quarterly.


In conclusion, Mr. Slama asked Ms. Peters what would be the best  approach to seek feedback from the tribal representatives  as the subcommittee moves into the new Town Seal Design Phase. She recommended that once we have a draft of the seal  that the subcommittee  submit it to the Wampanoag Advisory Committee for review.

The members once again thanked Ms. Peters for her time and valuable   insight into the Native Peoples cultural imagery on the Town of Yarmouth Seal.

NEXT STEPS

After further discussion, the committee members concluded that the research stage of the seal review was substantially completed. However, it was noted that due to COVID, access to Town Meeting files has been limited. It is believed that these and other files from 1890 to 1900 may provide information on WHO designed the original seal and  what directions the select board provided to the designer. Therefore, this search will continue post the lifting of these Covid restrictions limiting access to Town Hall.

The next step in the process will be to prepare a presentation of the research and findings for the monthly Yarmouth Historical Commission on Thursday, March 11, 2021. 
It was agreed that the subcommittee will meet Friday, March 5, 2021 in an informal session to review the Draft presentation and distribute the same to the members of the commission by the end of business.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Commission, Bob Kelley motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jack Duggan seconded, and the motion passed 4-0-0. The  meeting was adjourned at 11:18 am

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULE YHC MEETING: Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 10:00AM
	
	

	
	



Submitted by: George Slama,  Chair								Approved: 03 /11/21
 																					Vote_4_-_0_- _0_
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